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San Antonians 
remember the 
dearly departed 


Dia de los Muertos is a time many go to 
cemeteries to honor their dead. Page A3 
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Leonard-less 
Spurs again 

facing tough 
Golden State 
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Financial 
services firm 
to add up to 
600 jobs 


Page B1 


San Antonio Express-News 


ExpRESSNEWS.COM AND MySA.com | Thursday, November 2, 2017 | Tue voice or SoutH TEXAS SINCE 1865 


THE PRIDE 
OF HOUSTON 
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After six seesaw clashes, Houston made it look easy in Game 7. The Astros strolled to their first World 
Series title by beating the Dodgers 5-1 in Los Angeles. Sports, Cl 


Tech giants 
on the D.C. 


hot seat 


Congress grills reps from 
Facebook, Google, Twitter 


By Bill Lambrecht 


WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Members of Congress on 
Wednesday grilled representatives from Face- 
book, Google and Twitter and demanded to 
know what the tech giants will do to prevent 
meddling in coming American elections. 

Displayed in the hearing room were several 
newly released Russian-orchestrated social me- 
dia ads. 

The ads, enlarged and mounted on poster 
boards, offered a chilling reminder of the in- 
flammatory tactics deployed by Kremlim opera- 

Hot seat continues on A12 


Tricentennial 
panel, WOAI clash 


By Josh Baugh 


STAFF WRITER 


As San Antonio rolls toward its 300th birth- 
day, a war of words is unfolding between the city 
and WOAI-TV over a critical story the news 
station broadcast about a partnership between 
competitor KSAT-TV and the Tricentennial 
Commission. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Jeff Coyle, San Anto- 
nio’s director of Government and Public Affairs 
— and chief spokesman — posted a video on the 
city’s Facebook page disputing a Monday report, 
“Trregularities discovered in Tricentennial con- 
tract with TV station,” by WOAI’s Jaie Avila. 

It’s not often that the city responds to critical 

Clash continues on A12 


COMMENTARY by Brian Chasnoff 


DA’s outburst 
has produced 


ballot challenger 


Bexar County District Attorney Nico LaHood 
has used boxing imagery to explain his angry 
outburst at two local defense lawyers earlier this 
year: “Someone punches me, I punch back.” 

Now, it’s LaHood’s turn to duck. 

Joe Gonzales, one of the lawyers whose legal 
practice LaHood allegedly threatened to “destroy,” 
told me Wednesday he has decided to challenge 
the district attorney in the 2018 Democratic prima- 


“Before this happened, I was one of Nico’s big- 
gest supporters,” said Gonzales, a former business 
partner of LaHood’s. “In fact, I had contributed to 
his campaign at a fundraiser he had probably a 
month before. I’ve been in Nico’s corner for a long 
time until this incident happened.” 

At the same time, Gonzales, 58, an attorney of 
nearly 30 years and a former prosecutor, called 
the February incident in the chambers of 437th 
District Judge Lori Valenzuela merely an “impe- 
tus” to pursue a longtime ambition to serve as 
district attorney. 

Chasnoff continues on A2 


State execution drama 
on international stage 


By Keri Blakinger 


HOUSTON CHRONICLE 


Texas next Wednesday is 
poised to execute a Mexican 
national accused of rape and 
murder in a case that could 
further inflame border tensions 
over apparent violations of the 
Vienna Convention and in- 
ternational law. 

The Mexican government 
now is funding legal efforts by 
Ruben Cardenas Ramirez to 
halt his execution after author- 
ities neglected to notify Mexico 
about the arrest and failed to 
hold a review as required by the 
United Nation’s international 
court in The Hague. 

“Tt is as if the United States 
were thumbing its nose at the 
government of Mexico and the 
United Nations,” said Sandra 
Babcock, a Cornell Law School 
professor specializing in in- 
ternational issues surrounding 
capital punishment. “And when 
I say the U.S., I should be clear 


Mexican 
national Ruben 
Cardenas 
Ramirez is 
slated to die 
next week. 


that we’re talking about Texas.” 

To make matters worse, the 
condemned man’s lawyer is 
alleging he didn’t commit the 
crime that earned him a death 
sentence in the first place. 

But according to Hidalgo 
County prosecutor Ted Hake, 
the U.N. ruling is “not enforce- 
able” and there’s no mechanism 
to hold the required review 
under Texas law. 

“There’s no point,” he said. 
“This guy is guilty as sin.” 

But it’s not claims of inno- 
cence that are the crux of Mex- 
ico’s gripe over the case. 

“It’s a significant treaty vio- 
lation,” said Gregory Kuyken- 
dall, an Arizona attorney autho- 

Execution continues on A12 
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A grim image from 
aftermath of NY. horror 


This image made from video shows 
Sayfullo Saipov, the suspect in the New 
York bike trail carnage, running with a 
paintball gun and a pellet gun. A10 
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@ 30-Month Certificate 


APY=Annual percentage yield. APY is effective as of October 20, 2017 and is subject to change without notice. These are Share Certificates, and different rates apply to different deposit levels. Certificates may 
be subject to early withdrawal penalty. Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by the NCUA. Visit ssfcu.org for complete details. IRA funds cannot be co-mingled at any time with regular savings or 
non-IRA funds. 1) This certificate rate is fixed for a 30-month term, assuming a minimum deposit of $50,000. 2) This certificate rate is fixed for a 15-month term, assuming a minimum deposit of $50,000. 
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dl Kelly Field. Page A8 
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@ 15-Month Certificate 


[es days (as) of tacos) 


Chicken fajitas with onions and peppers from El Jarro 
de Arturo. See ExpressNews.com/Tacos 
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